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How to use WinSCP to transfer files to and from your class account 

(Windows)

What is WinSCP?
WinSCP is a program that lets you easily transfer 
files to and from your class account (i.e your cs3-XX 
account). You'll definitely want to use it for this 
course (and for future courses).

When to use WinSCP:
- You want to work on homework/projects on your 
laptop at your apartment/dorm room, and submit files 
that are on /your/ laptop.
- You want to grab files that are on your class 
account, and copy them onto your own laptop.

As you can see, WinSCP is a very useful program – 
with PuTTy and WinSCP, you'll won't have to go to the 
Soda Hall computer labs in order to submit 
assignments. 

Where do I get WinSCP?
http://winscp.net/
The page is pretty self-explanatory – go to the 
downloads page, and choose either the “Installation 
Package” or the “Portable Executables.”
The “Portable Executables” are pretty neat. You don't 
have to install anything to use WinSCP – it's a 
stand-alone application.

http://winscp.net/eng/index.php


Using WinSCP
Here's what the interface looks like (I'm using the 
stand-alone “Portable Executable” here:

Figure 1: The WinSCP home screen

Notice that I already have some configurations 
created. Let's create a new one! Click the “New” 
button (circled in red in Figure 1).

Figure 2: Creating a new configuration

The /only/ thing you need to fill out is the “Host 
name” input field (which is circled in red in Figure 
2). You can choose any server, but I'll choose 
“star.cs.berkeley.edu” here. Next, click “Save...” 
(circled in green) and click “Ok”.



Now, your WinSCP home screen will look like this:

Figure 3: Back to the home screen

Cool, there's the configuration we just created! 
Click the “Login” button (circled in red in 
Figure 3). It will ask for your login – I'll put down 
cs61a-tb, but you'll put down like cs3-ai:

Figure 4: The log-in screen

Click “Ok”, then it will ask for your password – 
incidentally, my password is “**************” (give 
or take a few *'s), so I'll enter it, and after I'm 
authenticated, the following window will pop up:



Figure 5: My laptop's file structure and my class account's file structure

Awesome! On the left is my laptop's file structure, 
while on the right is my class account's file 
structure. 
From here, it's fairly intuitive – to transfer a file 
from your laptop to your class account, simply drag 
the file/folder from the left pane to the right pane.
To transfer a file from your class account to your 
laptop, simply drag the file/folder from the right 
pane to the left pane. 
Note that I've circled in red a “Create Directory” 
button – it's a useful feature to have!
Also circled in red is a “..” - double-click this to 
traverse to the parent-directory. You'll need this to 
traverse the file system!

That's it! WinSCP is great, and is quite powerful – 
have fun, and good luck! :)

- Eric Kim


