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Project Proposal: Real Estate (Sponsored Project – Mr. Bernt Wahl)
1. The application that we propose to develop provides a user interface that allows users to analyze real estate statistics in different areas that would assist them in purchasing property. It will provide a general overview of the fluctuations in the current residential real estate market.  Also, it will provide relevant information including details about the neighborhood, increases and decreases in prices, and as well as other pertinent data.
2. We are designing a new application.

3. We wish to provide a web-based graphical interface that compactly presents an overview of the national real estate market in semi-real-time. We want the interaction style to be a directly manipulatable, weighted and color-coded visual map of the country that is easy to understand and navigate by the users. Interaction with the backend will be accomplished by using Java and making queries to a database.

4. An application we would like to model our interface after is Map of the Market (http://www.smartmoney.com/marketmap/). This is a graphical interface that describes the current rise and fall of stocks organized by industry. Our application might resemble this by using certain color gradients to represent the changes in residential real estate prices.  Some other related applications include http://www.inman.com and http://www.dataquick.com. These two websites textually display some of the information we hope to provide in our system. 

5. What makes our interface design interesting is that to our knowledge, there is no known or freely accessible tool that graphically displays real estate trends nationwide.  Although information on these trends is available, none are presented in a clear, intuitive, and graphical manner. Because most people do not have the time or patience to sort through text-based services, our interface design will allow users to quickly find relevant and interesting information.

6. We feel that our application will be used by a fairly wide variety of individuals that include both current home owners and current home renters.  Those people looking for residential real estate as a primary residence and those who are looking at real estate as an investment would be included.  Additionally, this information would be greatly appreciated by users who are considering moving to a different part of the country due to potential employment opportunities or other personally compelling reasons.
7. Volunteers:

a. Kathy Wang 

a. A current apartment renter who is considering purchasing real estate as a primary residence

b. Steven Lothrop 

a. A recent apartment owner looking at real estate as a possible investment opportunity.
c. Jih-Chiou Hser 
a. A longtime homeowner looking for possible investment opportunities.
d. Evan Kuo 
a. A prospective real estate renter or owner, depending on the condition of market prices of housing in a given geographic area.   
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