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1. The application helps users in deciding what they will wear on a given day or occasion.  It allows users to scan and upload their clothes from their wardrobe whereby the system will store and organized the data into categories.  The application will help the user match clothes and decide what clothes are appropriate for different situations such as seasonal (i.e. fall, winter, spring, and summer wear), formal engagements, recreational activities, casual wear, etc.  To further facilitate the customization of an optimized wardrobe, the application will also serve as a clothing scheduler.  It will keep track of what articles of clothing have been worn, when they were last worn, when the user intends to wear them next, and when they should be washed during the week.  Also, users can upload images of themselves in which they can use in place of the virtual manikins.  Thus, the application will serve as a personal fashion guide and management system.

2. N/A

3. The platform of the application will be a personal computer with the Microsoft Windows operating system running on an x86 architecture microprocessor.  Users will be presented with an interface designed in a high-level development environment, such as Flash or Visual Basic.  The overall effect will be a windowed environment laid out for ease of access and usage. The backend of the application will be a database, which stores the user’s input.  In order to connect the two components of the application to facilitate functionality, scripts will interface the high-level environment to the backend.  As an expansion feature, users will be able to download entire databases of clothing catalogs from commercial clothing vendors from the internet.

4. Similar applications include Cosmopolitan Fashion Makeover by Broderbund and watchmechange.com’s virtual modeling program.  These applications applications help the user decide what clothes to match and wear by presenting users with wardrobe choice via customizable visuals.  The Cosmopolitan Fashion Makeover software allows users to create virtual versions of themselves for modeling which corresponds to one of the main features of the proposed application.  Also, the choice in clothing in this software is entirely based on clothing from major commercial clothing manufactures and designers.  The proposed application encompasses this feature through the expansion addition, which allows users to download catalogs of clothing from websites of various clothing stores.  The virtual modeling program by watchmechage.com allows the user to create a customized virtual mannequin that can be dressed up with various styles of clothing, much as the proposed application allows for.

5. While the concept of virtual fashion previews is not new, the proposed application has some unique properties that make it interesting.  One example is the combination of fashion depth customizability with the wide applicable audience of users.  Cosmopolitan Fashion Makeover, while fairly customizable, is targeted specifically toward young to middle-aged women.  Males, elderly and some of the larger sizes tend to be overlooked.  Our application will encompass all gender, age, and body size groups equally.  In addition, most of the fashion sense applied in several of the applications on the market is based on standard North American views.  The proposed application will be customizable for region locality in which will not impose one culture’s fashion sense on all others.
  
Another interesting feature is the clothing coordinator and scheduler.  An application that offers the ability to help keep track of a person’s personal wardrobe beyond the scope of what clothing exists and does not has yet to be discovered.  The application will provide this functionality and take it one step further by helping the user to keep track of what clothing has been worn, will be worn, needs to be washed and in what grouping the washing would best be done in.  The application seeks to help the user to create sensible wardrobes over time, not just in abstract thought.
  
Finally, while most of the other applications limit the user to a pre-compiled database of clothing to choose from, the application will allow the user to create their own personal database based upon their real clothing items.  If a scanner or digital camera is available to the user, they can further enhance the experience by importing the images of their clothing into the application and then preview the actual images on the virtual manikin.  Overall, the goal is to create a more effective and personal experience for the user.

6. The primary user group for the application will probably be in the lower-middle class to upper-middle class range.  They have enough money to both afford clothing and to worry about the overall aesthetics of their choices, rather than merely focusing on being able to acquire clothing.  They are at least partly fashion conscious—enough so to warrant the use of software to aid them in their decision making.  They are most likely employed or a student which would make the clothing scheduler much more appealing, as it would allocate more time for them to spend on more important activities throughout the day.

For the purposes of simplification and generalization, the following persona most probably represents the targeted demographic:

Heather – Heather is a 24 year old woman with a career in marketing.  She enjoys an active social life and, regardless of the occasion, takes pride in her outward appearance.  Being a career woman, she tries to maximize her gain for cost, both in time and money.  As a result, she dislikes leaving aspects of her life in disarray.  She attempts to plan out most of her day as best she can whenever possible, but is often annoyed by the time consumption in doing so.  As a result, she appreciates help in organization wherever she can find it.  Overall, she seeks to live at least a slightly better-than-average life, meet someone she can spend it with, and keep a healthy and attractive appearance as she ages.

